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What does our day-to-day environment 
have to do with dark spots? Almost 
everything, actually. Sun exposure, 
the best-known trigger for melanin 
production, is the leading cause of 
uneven pigmentation. Additionally, 
recent research suggests a strong 
link between airborne pollution and 
dark spots: particles become lodged 

in the skin’s deeper structure and 
oxidize the surrounding tissue, leading 
to free radical damage and uneven 
pigmentation. All told, rising levels of 
airborne soot and traffic-generated 
pollution cause a 20-25% increase in 
dark spots1 – adding up to 20 years to 
one’s perceived age.2

The triggers are all around us – but 
for people dealing with dark spots, a 
solution has long been elusive. Until 
now, consumers have been forced to 
choose: use harsh chemicals to address 
dark spots, or continue to cover them 
up on a daily basis. PowerBright is 
the solution. This trio of formulas 
work synergistically – using the best of 

powerbright

science and nature to deliver immediate, 
visible results and prevent future skin 
damage. PowerBright Dark Spot 
Serum evens the appearance of uneven 
pigmentation fast, and fades dark spots 
over time. PowerBright Moisturizer 
SPF 50 delivers daily hydration while 
Brown Algae helps combat oxidative 
stress caused by air pollution. 
PowerBright Overnight Cream 
takes advantage of skin’s overnight 
repair process, providing antioxidant 
protection and reducing the appearance 
of hyperpigmentation.

what causes dark spots? 
Though melanin naturally protects our 
cells, the skin occasionally overproduces 
melanin. This overproduction of melanin 
is what causes dark spots, also known 
as hyperpigmentation. Here are some of 
the top dark spot triggers:

UV rays
Unprotected sun exposure is the best-
known trigger for melanin production 
(think about the tan you get from a 
day at the beach). It’s also the leading 
cause of dark spots; much of the 
hyperpigmentation we treat is the result 
of sun exposure. Fortunately, UV-induced 
hyperpigmentation is widely considered 
to be the easiest type to treat.

pollution
Airborne particulate matter (PM) and 
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) 
can both become lodged in skin’s deeper 
structure. This oxidizes the surrounding 
tissue – leading to free radical damage 
and triggering an inflammatory response 
that results in hyperpigmentation. 

free radicals
Collectively known as Reactive 
Oxygen Species (ROS), free radicals 
are oxygen-derived molecules with 
unpaired electrons, which makes them 
highly reactive and able to damage 
macromolecules such as lipids, 
proteins and nucleic acids. The free 
radicals produced by keratinocytes can 
overstimulate melanocytes, resulting in 
hyperpigmentation.

hormones
During pregnancy, we often see 
melasma, also known as chloasma 
or “the mask of pregnancy,” on the 
face. This can be either temporary 
or permanent, and is caused by 
hormone shifts during pregnancy. Even 
medications such as birth control can 
induce hormonal dark spots. 

inflammation
Any trauma to the skin, whether 
it’s a wound, breakout, or even the 
result of a medical procedure such as 
resurfacing or laser hair removal, can 
cause melanocytes to be damaged 
over overstimulated, resulting in post-
inflammatory hyperpigmentation 
(PIH). Darker skin types are 
particularly susceptible to this type of 
hyperpigmentation.
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powerbright continued
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addressing hyperpigmentation
Many researchers work to inhibit 
Tyrosinase activity and prevent 
hyperpigmentation. They’ve found that 
results can be amplified by utilizing 
multiple actives that use different modes 
of action to inhibit melanin production.
Combining the following modes of 

action can help deliver enhanced 
results. Further, the use of light-diffusing 
ingredients such as Titanium Dioxide is 
an efficient way to quickly balance the 
appearance of uneven pigmentation 
while other actives work with the melanin 
synthesis pathway. 

skin health 
 A

G
E

 sm
art™

 | retail p
ro

d
ucts | p

ro
d

uct nam
e

49the book XX

powerbright dark spot serum skin condition 

Hyperpigmented skin and uneven 
skin tone.

description
Start fading the appearance of 
dark spots within days: advanced 
serum begins to diminish 
the appearance of uneven 
pigmentation fast, and keeps 
working to even skin tone over 
time.

top products to prescribe

•  PowerBright Moisturizer SPF 50

•  PowerBright Overnight Cream

key ingredients

Light-diffusing technology: begins 
to balance the appearance of uneven 
pigmentation within days.

Niacinamide and Hexylresorcinol:  
help fade dark spots, for brighter, more 
even-toned skin.

Shiitake Mushroom: brightens skin.

Adaptogenic Ashwagandha: smoothes 
and delivers antioxidant benefits.

Black Currant Oil and Peony Flower: 
help boost skin’s natural luminosity.

Skin-shielding actives: comprised of a 
film-forming polymer and an Amino Acid, 
protect against pollution-induced dark 
spots.

benefits / top retailing points

Fades dark spots in just days.

Helps prevent future dark spots.

Brightens and boosts skin’s natural 
luminosity.

application

Each morning after cleansing and toning, apply one pump. Allow one minute for 
product absorption.

1.0 US FL OZ / 30 mL
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Actives Mode of Action

Hexylresorcinol 
Black Currant

Inhibits the action of tyrosinase

Niacinamide Block the transfer of melanosome to keratinocytes

Peony Flower Decrease tyrosinase production

Shiitake Mushroom Breakdown of melanin (catalytic process)

Amino acid derivatives + polymers Form a protective layer against pollution

Ashwagandha Neutralize free radicals (e.g. ROS)

TiO2 + film forming polymer Start balancing the appearance of uneven pigmentation with light-diffusing film effect
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powerbright moisturizer spf 50 skin condition 

Hyperpigmented skin and uneven 
skin tone.

description
A daily SPF moisturizer that helps 
shield against dark spots and 
combat oxidative stress caused by 
pollution.

top products to prescribe

• PowerBright Dark Spot Serum

• PowerBright Overnight Cream

application

Apply over face and neck, avoiding the eye area, preferably 30 minutes prior to sun 
exposure. For best results, apply after PowerBright Dark Spot Serum.

1.7 US FL OZ / 50 mL

retail

key ingredients

Safflower Oil: provides continuous 
hydration and helps the skin retain 
moisture.

Brown Algae: with vitamins E, B6, B12 
and Zinc – plus phlorotannin, a specific 
polyphenol molecule that shows strong 
antioxidant properties – helps combat 
oxidative stress from air pollution.

Niacinamide: helps reduce the 
appearance of uneven pigmentation and 
balance skin tone.

Hyaluronic Acid: helps reduce water 
loss and allows skin to stay hydrated, 
minimizing the appearance of fine lines 
and wrinkles.

Glycogen (a plant-Based 
polysaccharide): helps strengthen 
skin’s moisture barrier, improve 
skin smoothness, and minimize the 
appearance of fine lines and wrinkles.

Licorice Root Extract and Bisabolol: 
help soothe the skin.

benefits / top retailing points

Shields skin against dark spots.

Combats oxidative stress caused by 
pollution.

Balances skin tone and helps reduce 
the appearance of uneven pigmentation.
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powerbright overnight cream skin condition 

Hyperpigmented skin and uneven 
skin tone.

description

A nourishing nighttime cream that 
optimizes skin moisture recovery 
and helps restore luminosity.  

top products to prescribe

•  PowerBright Dark Spot Serum

•  PowerBright Moisturizer SPF 50

key ingredients

Niacinamide and Hexylresorcinol: 
work synergistically to help fade the 
appearance of dark spots.

Magnesium Ascorbyl Phosphate 
(Vitamin C): delivers antioxidant benefits 
and brightening properties.

Pumpkin Enzyme: smoothes and evens 
skin texture.

Cranberry and Raspberry Seed oils: 
help protect against the damaging 
effects of free radicals from pollution, 
and moisturize to help reduce the 
appearance of fine lines.

Licorice Extract: helps soothe the skin. 
 
 
 
 

benefits / top retailing points

Restores skin’s luminosity.

Fades the appearance of dark spots.

Smoothes and evens skin texture.

application

Smooth over face and neck as the last step of your nighttime regimen. For best 
results, use PowerBright Dark Spot Serum each morning.

1.7 US FL OZ / 50 mL

retail


